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Last week in Santo Domingo, capital of the Dominican Republic, members of the Nicaraguan
Resistance general assembly elected a new seven-member political directorate. Directorate
members are Enrique Bermudez (former colonel in Somoza's National Guard, and contra military
chief), Alfredo Cesar, Adolfo Calero, Aristides Sanchez, Wilfredo Montalban, Roberto Ferrey
and Wyclife Diego. Cesar, Calero and Sanchez were re-elected. While the election of Bermudez
qualifies as the most controversial outcome of the vote (see CAU, 07/22/88), objections have also
been raised by some contra supporters to the selection of Montalban, Ferrey and Diego. Upon
learning of Bermudez's election, seven contra field commanders of the "Southern Front" announced
they were through with the movement. They were supported by Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Barrios,
a former newspaper editor who was not re-elected to his post on the contra directorate. In an
interview with the New York Times on July 20, Nicaraguan Vice President Sergio Ramirez said the
election of Bermudez "shows the true character" of the contra movement. He added, "I think this
is very good for us because it shows the true character of the counter-revolution. It is a movement
directed by a Somoza colonel. For us, this is something to celebrate." Ramirez pointed out that
Chamorro's exit "certainly makes it harder to say that contra leadership is a representative group."
Other Nicaraguan officials have said Bermudez's election to the directorate makes "the possibility
of negotiating peace even more remote." During a July 23 interview in San Jose, Costa Rica, with
Stephen Kinzer of the New York Times, Cesar described the new directorate as "more conservative"
than the previous one. Although they are likely to take a "harder line" in the peace talks with the
Nicaraguan government, Cesar said he believed an agreement still possible. Cesar said, "We have
already resolved a number of issues. What remains is the key question: When do the Sandinistas
implement the reforms, and when do we lay down our guns? I believe we can find a formula to
resolve that." In reference to Secretary of State George Shultz's meeting with Central American
foreign ministers on Aug. 1, and his subsequent tour of Central and South America, Cesar said: "All
of this may well breath new life into the peace process. Talks could easily resume during August."
At the contra general assembly meeting, Cesar was named chief negotiator for future peace talks.
According to Cesar, the Resistance was about to announce a reorganization that would remove
Bermudez from direct command over the contra troops, although he would continue to supervise
military planning. In a meeting on the morning of July 23 with Costa Rican President Oscar Arias,
Cesar requested that San Jose host future talks between the contras and the Sandinistas. Arias, said
Cesar, appeared sympathetic. "If the talks are held in Costa Rica, President Arias will be able to play
a direct role. Our idea is that any agreement be guaranteed by him and by all the Central American
presidents, so that violations will be condemned not only inside Nicaragua but in every part of the
region." Cesar outlined contra demands for the next round of talks: "We are going to be insisting
that the Sandinista army be separated from party control and become a national army; that the
Supreme Court and the electoral tribunal become independent; that there be unlimited freedom of
expression, and that there be a real mixed economy, with guarantees for the private sector." Arias
was reportedly expected to announce a new initiative to resume the peace talks within the next
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two weeks. Later on Saturday, Cesar told reporters that he had not yet contacted the Nicaraguan
government on Costa Rica as the site of the next round of peace talks. Cesar told a news conference
that Bermudez will be "the military supervisor of our military forces, but without any command."
On July 25, contra leaders met in Miami with the objective of healing rifts among the ranks following
last week's elections. Seven commanders of the contras' "Southern Front" broke with the Resistance
to protest the selection of Bermudez as political leader. The Nicaraguan Democratic Movement
(MDN), a contra political group based in Costa Rica, objects to Montalban as a representative
of social democracy. The MDN is headed by Alfonso Robelo, a former directorate member who
resigned last year. Ferrey is reportedly objectionable to Christian Democrats among contra exiles.
Diego's election was not well-received by many Miskito Indian contras on grounds that he is a
Bermudez ally, and thus, fails to qualify as an acceptable representative of the Miskitos. (Basic data
from Washington Post, 07/24/88; New York Times, 07/23/88, 07/24/88; Prensa Latina, 07/25/88)
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